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2015 Tusita Hermitage Dhamma Application Examination

By R %3 DHAMMA APPLICATION EXAMINATION
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This examination is meant to let the candidates to check their understanding about the actual
application of Dhamma.
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These are mostly questions the Teachers encountered in the course of teaching.
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Many questions are not limited to one single approach of answering. Candidates should present
what their present wisdom regards as the best responses.
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Teachers will gradually share possible suitable approaches in answering in the months to come.
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1. Answering time: Reading instructions and answering must be completed within 3 hours.

20 WA SEAER A .
2. Candidates must answer all questions.
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3. Candidates can freely decide the length of answers of each questions.
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4. Can refer to any materials.
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5. For Category A questions, candidates should answer as the first party, regarding the
questioners as second party such as "May I suggest you..."
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6. Answers for Category A should be true according to the Dhamma and Vinaya, made common
to be easily understood, applicable and can produce real benefits.
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7. Categories B, C & D questions can be answered freely by employing
Specific Dhamma vocabulary.
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8. Try to answer scientifically.
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9. First give brief and concise answer to the main points. If there is still time available,
candidates may choose a few questions and expound in depth and in details.
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A. AR BRI E N A
A. Dhamma Application in Daily Life
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Suppose you are a meditation teacher or Dhamma teacher and receive the following questions.

Pls assume the role of a teacher, imagining the other party is in front of you, please write down

the responses you think you should have.

Lo “SpUM, JASUREIRE M . BA: IR AR T, oL T, IR REBAT L
o HERKIILLAFEXEFELE. FIMERRIZAZEE? 7

1. "Master, my husband wants to divorce me. I think: since my children are already grown up
and

independent, this will be good opportunity to practise Dhamma. But my children do not wish to
see parents divorce. Master think I should divorce or not?"
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2. "Master, I am doing business with my husband. Our business is not performing well. I am
thinking to layoff employees. But my husband can't bear to see employees become jobless and
wish to keep them. What Master think we should do?"
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3. "Master, there are many cockroaches in my company. If i do not kill them, their number will
multiply very quickly. I am thinking whether I should kill them myself or find someone to kill
them. Master please guide me. "
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4. "Master, my son recently passed his medical examination and suddenly told me he wanted to
renounce the world. We feel that he has studied so much, what a waste if he renounces. We think
he should go to serve the society and save people's lives. "
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5. "Master, [ am an entrepreneur, doing construction business. In this business, I have to bribe
the officers in order to get my projects approved. What should I do, Master? "
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6. "Master, I was cheated and am pregnant for 4 months now. It has been found out that my baby
is handicapped. That man has a family and refuses to take responsibility for the baby. My

families and friends around me all persuade and even try to force me to abort the baby. What
should I do?"
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7. "Master, I have depression. I fear being alone. I am afraid of darkness. How can I overcome
it 7"
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8. "Master, I have done wrong. I feel very sad. I regret my mistake. My Teacher doesn't like me.
My schoolmates refuse to make friends with me. I know it is due to my bullying younger
children, stealing their things and lied that they dislike me. I no longer want to make mistakes in
front of them. I hope they are willing to make friends with me. But I can't control myself. I
always have the thought to steal and beat up others.

Master, what should I do?

My Teacher scolded me stupid. I hate her. I will never forgive her."
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9. "Master, I missed my mom. [ missed my home. I don't want to stay in hostel and study
anymore. But I got unhappy when I returned. My mom always loves my 5 years old sister more
than me. I hate my sister. Since she was born, my mom only cared for her and no longer loved
me. Master, I cry everyday. I miss home everyday. And whenever I miss home I will cry. "
Facing this 9 years old little girl, what would you say?
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10. "Master, disharmony problem arises in our community. One of our key members told others
our organisation has split into two factions. We have communication problem. She is very
emotional. It is very difficult for us to reason with her.

She used to make decisions on her own such as inviting speakers without discussing with the
Committee.

Sometimes she just overruled the Committee decisions arbitrarily and alone. What should we do?
She is our big donor. She has donated a lot of money.
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11. "Master, I have a lot of confidence in your teaching. But now I have followed another Master.
If he knows I learn from another Master he will be unhappy. Master, please tell me from whom I
should learn."
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12. "It is said that one must have merits in order to earn money in business. My business doesn't
earn me much money. Is it because I have no merits?"
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B. Dhamma Understanding of Life Issues
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1. It is we who choose our paths or our paths choose us? The world shapes the heroes or the
heroes shape the world?
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2. Is there really Law of Cause and Effect? Why some people who have done bad things still
roam freely with impunity?
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3. If all people renounce the world, what will the world become?
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4. What are the contributions of monastics to the world?
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5. How should Buddhists consider homosexuality? How should Buddhists regard gays and
lesbians?
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6. Bad people deserve death. Punishment is well deserved. Please comment on this.
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7. Why the Buddha deterred fortune-telling?
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8. What is wrong with gambling?
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9. Sex trade is based on market valuation. Both parties are willing. Both parties get what they
want. What is wrong with that?
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10. Being an actor does not harm anybody. Some actors are earnest in doing social welfare. They

are good people however we look at them. Why it is said that being an actor can cause rebirth in
hell?
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11. Is it due to past kamma and aspiration that one becomes a monk or nun?
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12. When bad kamma ripens, is there no way of turning around and we can only accept the
results?
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Please explain about the following topics in no more than 5 sentences :
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C. Dhamma, Meditation and Goals
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1. What is the ultimate Goal of Dhamma practice? How many ultimate goals are there?
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2. Why do we meditate? How does meditation function?
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3. What is the basic principle for the arising of Concentration? What is its proximate cause?
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4. How will repentance reduce sufferings?
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5. How to let our dreams come true?
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6. How does Concentration give rise to Wisdom?
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7. How to transcend the limitations of thinking? Why do we need to transcend the limitations of
thinking?
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8. How to master life's opportunities and variables to transform our lives?
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9. Past, present, and future.

10. HH
10. Freedom
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11. When is the time to proceed? What is the time to retreat? How to know? How to judge?
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12. When is the time to work together? When is the time to work separately ? How to know?
How to judge?
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D. Dhamma and the World

Lo MBBEAE, fi5 MR FIRA R 21 o AB 2 AR, S 1503 37 e JIRBE O FR) 1 JB2 B R A IR
U

1. From the perspective of Dhamma, point out the fundamental causes of share market disasters?
Please suggest the basic principles to establish safeguard system to prevent share market
disasters.
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2. How can Buddhist monastics and laity contribute towards world peace?
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